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HISTORY 

Coahoma  Agricultural  High  School  began  in  1924  and  for  25  years  took  the  lead  in  giving  Black  boys 
and  girls  in  and  around  Coahoma  County  an  opportunity  to  have  a  high  school  education.  Coahoma  Junior 
College  was  established  in  1949  by  a  special  act  of  the  Mississippi  Legislature  which  provided  for  agricultural 
high  schools  in  the  State  to  add  on  the  first  two  years  of  college. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Coahoma  County  Agricultural  High  School  met  on  June  8,  1949,  with  Mr.  B.F. 
McLaurin,  superintendent  of  Coahoma  Agricultural  High  School,  and  Mr.  L.L.  Byson,  superintendent  of 
Coahoma  County  Schools.  After  considerable  discussion,  the  Board  ordered  that  the  freshman  college  cur- 
riculum be  offered  during  the  1949-50  school  term  and  the  sophomore  curriculum  be  added  during  the  1950- 
51  term.  The  Board  further  ordered  that  the  name  of  the  institution  should  become  Coahoma  Junior  College 
and  Agricultural  High  School. 

In  July  of  1949,  Coahoma  Junior  College  was  organized  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  McLaurin  and 
several  other  educators,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  Lillian  Rogers  Johnson,  jeanes  supervisor  of  Coahoma 
County  High  Schools,  Mr.  Wallace  Higgins,  school  administrator  in  the  Clarksdale  School  District,  Mrs. 
Mayne  P.  Higgins,  supervisor  of  student  teachers  at  Jackson  State  College,  Miss  F.  O.  Alexander,  State  jeans 
supervisor,  Dr.  P.  H.  Eason,  State  Department  of  Education,  Mr.  Bryson,  Mrs.  Ethel  V.  Dickerson,  and  Mrs. 
Cleo  Daugherty.  The  tasks  of  this  coterie  of  educators  were  to  recruit  a  minimum  of  twenty-five  students 
needed  to  open  the  College,  draft  the  philosophy  and  objectives,  write  a  College  catalog  and  outline  the  fresh- 
man curriculum  to  parallel  the  curricula  of  senior  colleges  so  that  students  transferring  from  Coahoma  would 
not  lose  credits. 

The  first  College  class  began  in  the  fall  of  1949.  Mrs.  Zee  Anderson  Barron,  a  consummate  profes- 
sional with  rich,  invaluable  experience  in  college  teaching,  became  a  director  of  the  College.  An  energetic, 
discerning  person,  she  assumed  the  leading  role  in  expanding  the  curriculum  to  include  the  sophomore  year 
work.  It  was  under  her  competent  directorship  that  the  first  Coahoma  Junior  College  graduates  received 
their  A.  A.  Degrees. 

In  1952,  on  Mrs.  Barron's  recommendation,  Mr.  McLaurin  received  authorization  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  change  the  administrative  structure  of  the  College  by  appointing  Miss  Mary  Geraldine  Whiteside, 
Dean  in  1952.  Miss  Whiteside  brought  wide  experience,  excellent  academic  preparation  and  remarkable 
physical  and  intellectual  energy.  Her  leadership  was  important  to  the  steady  growth  of  the  institution. 

During  the  1965-66  school  session,  President  McLaurin,  because  of  health  reasons,  asked  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  relieve  him  of  the  awesome  responsibilities  of  college  president.  The  School  Board  granted  his 
request  and  elected  the  eminent  Mr.  James  E.  Miller  the  President. 

Mr.  James  E.  Miller  assumed  the  office  of  the  President  in  1966.  During  Mr.  Miller's  tenure  of  dedicated  ser- 
vice, the  curriculum  of  the  college  was  expanded,  the  high  school  and  college  were  accredited  by  the  South- 
ern Association,  and  the  physical  was  expanded  greatly. 

In  1980  the  dynamic  Dr.  McKinley  C.  Martin  assumed  the  reign  as  college  president.  New  programs 
were  constantly  being  added  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  communities  the  college  serves. 

In  1992  Vivian  M.  Presley  was  appointed  president  of  Coahoma  Community  College.  She  became 
the  first  female  to  head  a  Community  College  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Assuming  the  reign  as  President, 
she  guided  the  institution  through  some  difficult  times,  changing  the  image  and  focusing  on  making  the  insti- 
tution technologically  proficient.  Under  her  administration  the  Pinnacle  was  constructed  and  a  massive 
renovation  program  was  begun.  A  new  Presidential  residence  was  built,  in  addition  to  the  construction  of  a 
new  men's  residence  hall  and  field  house. 


PROGRAM 

Dr.  Vivian  Presley,  Presiding 

Prelude CCC/AHSBAND 

Mr.  William  Harrison  II,  Director 

The  Lord's  Prayer SOLOIST,  MRS.  ROSIE  R.  SUMLIN'69 

Vice  President,  First  National  Bank 

Greetings MR.  MATTHEW  HARRIS  '09 

Mr.  CCC 

Music CCC/ AHS  CONCERT  CHOIR 

Mr.  Kelvin  Towers,  Director 

Introduction  of  Speaker MR.  JAMES  WASHINGTON  70 

Mayor  of  Friars  Point,  MS 
Former  CCC/CAHS  Coach 

Speaker DR.  LONNIE  EDWARDS  '69 

Superintendent  of  Jackson  Public  Schools,  Jackson,  MS 

Music CCC/ AHS  CONCERT  CHOIR 

Mr.  Kelvin  Towers,  Director 

Remembering  Coahoma  (video) SCOTT  JENNISON 

Jennison  Production 

Special  Presentations 

Recognition  of  Visitors  and  Announcements 

Alma  Mater 


Honoring  Coahoma  Junior /Community  College  former  students 
who  are  currently  serving  as  Superintendents  of  Education  in  the 

public  schools  of  Mississippi. 


'Leaders  aren't  born,  they  are  made.  And  they  are  made  just  like  anything  else,  through  hard 
work.  And  that's  the  price  we'll  have  to  pay  to  achieve  that  goal,  or  any  goal." 

-Vince  Lombardi 


DR.  CEDERICK  L.  ELLIS,  SR.  is  a  graduate  of  Coahoma 
Community  College.  He  assumed  the  role  of  superintendent 
of  the  Shaw  School  District  on  July  1,  2008. 

He  is  a  native  of  Mound  Bayou,  the  oldest  black  city  founded 
by  ex-slaves.  Being  a  native  of  the  Mississippi  Delta,  he 
knows  first  hand  how  the  impact  of  poverty,  underachieve- 
ment  and  high  levels  of  prison  occupancy  can  influence  the 
state  of  education  in  a  region.  Therefore,  he  has  a  strong  and 
genuine  desire  to  address  issues  the  may  hamper  school-aged 
children  from  having  the  opportunity  to  receive  a  solid  high 
quality  education  provided  by  a  high  quality  teaching  force. 

His  leadership  quest  is  to  provide  grounded  visionary  leader- 
ship by  cultivating  and  maintaining  a  people-based,  technol- 
ogy-enhanced, data-driven  learning-centered  culture  that  of- 
fers a  diversity  of  effective  and  efficient  instructional  methods 
to  address  the  diverse  educational  needs  of  students,  employ- 
ers and  the  community. 

His  career  in  education  has  run  the  gamut;  from  collegiate  teaching  to  boarding  school  teaching  and 
from  leading  a  traditional  public  school,  charter  school  district  to  superintendent  of  schools.  Dr. 
Ellis  has  served  as  a  volunteer  in  his  community;  he  has  served  on  several  boards,  participated  in 
many  speaking  engagements  and  has  been  the  recipient  of  numerous  awards. 
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DR.  LONNIE  EDWARDS  is  a  1969  graduate  of  Coahoma 
Junior  College  and  native  of  Shaw,  Mississippi.  He  attained 
National  Prominence  as  an  Author,  Motional  Speaker,  and 
leading  spokes  person  for  Mississippi  Community  and  Junior 
Colleges. 

During  his  tenure  as  Assistant  Superintendent  of  DeKalb 
County  Schools  in  Georgia,  he  was  cited  on  National  Televi- 
sion for  his  interest  and  motivation  of  a  student  living  with  a 
disability,  an  event  that  skyrocketed  his  Multi-facet  career  as  a 
writer  and  movie  role  model. 

Today,  he  is  serving  as  superintendent  of  Jackson,  Mississippi 
Municipal  Schools. 


MR.  CHARLIE  T.  KENT,  JR.,  has  more  than  35  years  of 
experience  in  elementary  and  secondary  education.  He  has 
served  in  several  superintendent  capacities  and  is  currently 
serving  as  Superintendent  of  Meridian  Public  School  District. 

Mr.  Kent  received  an  Associate  of  Arts  Degree  in  1969  from 
Coahoma  Junior  College.  He  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
from  Mississippi  Valley  State  University,  a  Master  in  Voca- 
tional Administration  from  the  University  of  Illinois,  an  Edu- 
cational Specialist  Degree  in  Educational  Administration  from 
Eastern  Illinois  University,  and  is  a  doctoral  candidate  at  Illi- 
nois State  University. 

Mr.  Kent  has  served  as  president  of  Superintendent's  Commis- 
sion for  the  Study  of  Demographics  and  Diversity.  He  is  a 
man  of  direction  and  dedication.  The  direction  is  evident  by 
the  many  boards  and  committee  that  he  serves  on,  as  well  as 
his  continuous  service  to  education. 
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DR.  GWENDOLYN  PAGE  currently  serves  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  East  Jasper  School  District.  Prior  to  serving  as 
superintendent  of  the  East  Jasper  School  District,  she  held 
the  positions  of  Director  of  Curriculum  and  Instruction,  Di- 
rector of  Textbooks,  Director  of  Professional  Development, 
and  Director  of  Technology.  She  was  employed  by  Prentiss 
High  School  for  a  brief  period  prior  to  joining  the  staff  at 
East  Jasper  School  District. 

Along  with  being  extremely  active  in  the  academic  arena,  Dr. 

Page  was  also  involved  socially.  While  in  college  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters  of  America,  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Circle,  a  Heroin  of 
Jericho,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Stars. 

Dr.  Page  began  her  college  education  by  enrolling  at  Coahoma  Community  College  the  summer  of 
1993. 


Dr.  Page  is  a  devout  believer  in  God,  friends  and  family.    She  knows  that  with  God,  all  things  are 
possible. 


MRS.  PAULINE  B.  JOHNSON  RHODES,  Superintendent 
of  Education  for  Coahoma  County  School  District,  Clarks- 
dale,  Mississippi  since  2003.  She  received  her  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Clarksdale  and  Coahoma 
County.  She  graduated  from  Coahoma  Agricultural  High 
School  in  1974  and  received  an  Associate  of  Arts  Degree  from 
Coahoma  Jr.  College  in  1976.  She  received  her  Bachelors  De- 
gree in  Business  Education,  and  a  Masters  and  Specialist  De- 
grees in  School  Leadership  from  Delta  State  University.  Mrs. 
Rhodes  is  presently  conducting  study  for  her  Doctoral  Disser- 
tation. 

Mrs.  Rhodes  passion  is  helping  students  reach  their  fullest  po- 
tential through  education.  Phi  Beta  Sigma  Fraternity,  Inc. 
awarded  her  the  2000  Image  Award  for  outstanding  service  in 
the  field  of  Education.  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  Fraternity  just  re- 
cently named  her  the  "Super"  Leadership  Award  winner  for  leadership  service  to  the  Delta.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Leadership  Clarksdale  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustee  for  Coahoma  Community 
College. 

Mrs.  Rhodes  is  the  first  female  countywide  elected  official  in  Coahoma  County  and  the  first  African 
American  Female  to  serve  as  superintendent  of  Coahoma  County  School  District. 
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REV.  VALMADGE  T.  TOWNER  is  a  graduate  of  Quitman 
County  Public  School.  He  is  a  1989  graduated  of  Coahoma 
Community  College.  He  graduated  Cum  Laude  in  Mathemat- 
ics from  Alcorn  State  University. 

Rev.  Towner  taught  mathematics  and  coached  football  and 
baseball  at  Coahoma  Community  College.  He  served  as  Prin- 
cipal of  Quitman  County  Middle  School  and  attended  Har- 
vard University's  Principal  Center. 

He  received  a  Master  of  Divinity  from  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  in  2006.  He  is  serving  his  second  term  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Quitman  County  Public  schools.  Mr.  Towner  is  a 
doctoral  candidate  in  the  University  of  Mississippi  Educational 

Leadership  Program.   He  is  the  Pastor  of  Friendship  Baptist  Church  in  Greenwood,  Mississippi  and 

Associate  Pastor  of  New  Hope  Baptist  Church  in  Clarksdale,  Mississippi. 


Presidents  of  Coahoma  Community  College 


MR.  B.  F.  MCLAURIN 
(1949-1965) 

"A  Man  of  Visions  and  Dreams" 


The  founding  president  of  Coahoma  Junior  College  had  previously  served  as  the  Superintendent  of 
Coahoma  Agricultural  High  School.  Mr.  McLaurin  along  with  other  notable  county  and  state  edu- 
cators advanced  Coahoma  Junior  College  from  one  full  time  instructor  and  organizer  in  1949  to  27 
full  time  college  teachers  and  administrators  at  the  time  of  his  retirement. 


MR.  JAMES  E.MILLER 
(1966-1979) 

'Certification  and  Accreditation3 


Mr.  Miller  came  to  the  Presidency  in  1966.  Mr.  Miller's  major  concerns  were  to  increase  the  en- 
rollment and  get  the  college  accredited.  In  1975,  the  College  was  fully  accredited  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools.  To  get  the  college  accredited,  the  faculty  had  to  be  certified. 
Mr.  Miller  encouraged  his  faculty  to  seek  advanced  degrees,  and  with  the  aid  of  grants  and  federal 
programs,  his  goal  was  accomplished. 


DR.  MCKINLEY  C.MARTIN 
(1980-1991) 

"A  Man  Who  Wanted  To  Make  Education  Accessible  To  All' 


Dr.  M.  C.  Martin  was  Director  of  Continuing  Education 
when  he  assumed  the  presidency.  His  emphasis  was  on  taking  the  college  to  the  community.  Dr. 
Martin  was  a  powerful  force  in  helping  Headstart  teachers  to  acquire  CD. A.  Certification.  He 
was  influential  in  establishing  CEDA  programs  at  the  college.  Dr.  Martin  forged  a  relationship 
with  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Xerox  to  bring  a  printing  program  to  the  college.  Because  of 
his  leadership,  he  was  named  man  of  the  year. 


DR.  VIVIAN  M.  PRESLEY 
(1992- ) 

"Educational  Excellence:  A  Technologically  Proficient  and 
Financially  Stable  System" 

Dr.  Presley  assumed  the  presidency  in  tough  economic  times 
and  was  forced  to  initiate  a  Reduction  In  Force  Program. 
Through  her  leadership  the  college  was  put  on  a  sound  eco- 
nomic footing.  She  developed  strong  relationships  with  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning,  businesses  and  industries.  Under 
Dr.  Presley's  leadership,  the  college  acquired  its  own  district. 

The  physical  plant  at  Coahoma  has  been  greatly  improved  along  with  the  Coahoma  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, a  multi  million  dollar  complex  was  built  and  it  houses  our  practical  nursing,  registered 
nursing,  and  respiratory  therapy  programs.  Dr.  Presley  has  also  established  a  very  strong  relation- 
ship with  Delta  State  University  evident  by  the  Educational  Center  located  in  Clarksdale.  She 
continues  to  push  for  the  improvement  of  Coahoma. 
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1949-1959 

n  1949,  the  junior  college  curriculum  was  established  to  formulate  the  institution  which  was 
named  Coahoma  Junior  College. 


During  the  first  two  years,  the  college  program  was  conducted  by  one  full-time 
director-teacher  and  a  sufficient  number  of  part-time  teachers.  Twenty-two 
freshmen  students  enrolled  in  the  fall  of  1949.  A  full-time  dean  and  faculty  were 
employed  the  third  year.  During  this  period,  Miss  Consuella  Carter  became  the 
first  full-time  band  director  for  the  College  and  first  woman  band  director  of  the 
South.  From  its  inception,  the  band  has  served  as  a  nucleus  for  the  entire  school. 


In  1950,  Coahoma  Junior  College  became  the  first  educational  institution  for  Negroes  to  be  included  in 
Mississippi's  system  of  public  junior  colleges  and  to  be  eligible  to  share  in  funds  appropriated  by  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  for  the  support  of  public  junior  colleges.  Counties,  other  than  Coahoma,  that 
supported  the  College  were  Bolivar,  Quitman  and  Sunflower. 


In  1952,  the  college  graduated  its  first  class  of  thirty  students. 
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During  the  1952-1953  school  year,  two  major  buildings  were  added  to  the  existing  structures:  one  to 
house  the  library  and  administrative  offices;  the  other  unit  consisting  of  eight  classrooms  designed  to 


meet  the  need  of  an  enriched  program  and  an  expanding  school  population.  The  school  campus  of  26 
acres  included  a  small  farm.  Fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  from  the  school  garden  supplemented  the 
meals  for  students  in  the  school  cafeteria.  As  the  population  expanded,  the  need  to  increase  the  cur- 
riculum became  imperative. 

On  April  23,  1954,  J.  Orville  Mosely  released  the  words  and  music  to  the  Alma  Mater,  "Coahoma,  Coa- 
homa". The  Alma  Mater  emphasizes  school's  spirit.  All  students,  alumni,  and  faculty  are  encouraged 
to  learn  the  Alma  Mater  and  to  sing  it  with  pride  whenever  the  occasion  arises.  (The  words  to  the 
Alma  Mater  can  be  found  on  the  back  of  the  program) 


1960-1969 

Fruit  of  Homecoming  Labor  was  the  highlight  of  1963-1964.  The  students  picked  cotton  and  sold  light 
bulbs  to  help  purchase  the  first  Maroon  and  White  Activity 
Bus  named  by  its  students,  The  Tiger. 
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In  1965,  Coahoma  Junior  College  opened  its  doors  to  all 
students  without  regard  to  race,  color,  sex,  national  origin, 
or  disability. 


First  President/founder  of  Coahoma  Junior  College,  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  McLaurin,  retired  during  the  1966 
school  year.  Mr.  James  Earl  Miller  took  the  helm  as  the  second  president. 


1970-1979 

During  the  fall  quarter  of  1972,  Coahoma  Junior  College  enrolled  its  first  African  student.  Kehinde 
Yusef  was  a  22  year-  old  student  from  Legar,  Nigeria.  Yusef  majored  in  biology,  and  he  spoke  five  lan- 
guages -  Yeruba  and  Housa  (which  were  two  of  his  home  languages),  English,  French  and  German. 


The  construction  of  a  four-  story  library  building  began  in  1972. 


A  special  program  was  dedicated  to  Miss  Mary  Geraldine  Whiteside,  on  Sunday,  April  29,  1973,  in  rec- 
ognition of  her  retirement.  Better  known  as  Dean  Whiteside,  she  came  to  Coahoma  in  1952  serving  as 
Teacher  and  Director  of  Education  and  Dean  of  Instruction;  for  three  years  as  Dean-Registrar  during 
Mr.  B.F.  McLaurin's  administration;  and  Dean  of  Instruction  under  President  James  E.  Miller. 

The  Xi  Theta  Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda  at  CJC  won  five  national  awards  and  thirteen  state  awards  at 


the  national  meeting  held  in  June  of  1974.  During  that  same  year,  the  chapter  placed  second  as  the 
largest  chapter  in  the  region. 

The  Governor  of  Mississippi,  Bill  Waller,  visited  CJC  Campus  for  the  first  time  on  September  24,  1974. 
Governor  Waller  addressed  the  student  body  on  the  future  of  young  people  in  Mississippi  and  of  Mis- 
sissippi's increasing  growth  rate. 

On  Monday,  September  30,  1974,  the  students  of  CJC  voted  for  football  to  return  to  the  campus.  The 
program  returned  during  the  1975-1976  school  year. 

CJC  school  flag  was  designed  as  a  part  of  the  Bicentennial  activities  in  1975. 

The  name  of  the  Business  Department  building  was  changed  from  Delta  Hall  to  Curry  Hall,  to  honor 
Business  Department  chairperson,  Christine  Jones  Curry. 

On  April  3,  1976,  Dr.  Margaret  Walker  Alexander,  a  renowned  author  of  such  works  as  Jubilee  a  Civil 
War  novel  and  "For  My  People",  served  as  the  guest  speaker  for  the  Northwest  Mississippi  Regional 
Library  Association  meeting  which  was  held  at  CJC. 


COAHOMA  JR.  COLLEGE 

HOME    OF 

REGION    SEVEN 

CHAMPION    WOMENS 

BASKETBALL    TEAM 

1979 


In  1979,  CJC  became  the  home  of  Region  Seven  Champion  Women's  Bas- 
ketball Team  under  the  leadership  of  Coach  Ella  Williams  Stampley  Morris. 

During  the  1979  school  year,  Mr.  James  Earl  Miller,  the  second  president  of 
Coahoma  Junior  College  retired. 

1980-1989 

Dr.  McKinley  C.  Martin  became  the  third  president  of  Coahoma  Junior  College  during  the  fall  of  1980. 

The  May  1984  storm  wrecked  the  campus  destroying  roofs  from  many  buildings.  A  part  of  Saint  John 
Church,  which  was  located  across  from  the  college  campus  on  Friars  Point  Road,  landed  in  the  Marion 
Reid  Gym  after  plunging  through  the  roof. 

In  1986  CJC  opened  its  doors  and  provided  specific  services  to  participants  in  a  unique  program  which 
gave  aid  to  the  students  in  the  Single  Parent/Displaced  Homemaker  program.  This  program  was  one 
of  only  four  in  the  nation  to  provide  housing  for  the  participants  and  their  children.  It  also  provided 
child  care  and  kindergarten  services. 
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Newspaper  editorial  salutes  CJC'S  40th  anniversary 
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In  September  1987,  Coahoma  received  a  $90,000  grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education  to  fund 
a  special  services  program  for  disadvantaged  first  generation  college  students.  Emphasis  was  placed 
on  math  and  reading.  The  program  was  designed  to  assist  150  students  from  academically,  culturally, 
and  economically  disadvantaged  backgrounds. 

Miss  Mississippi  Toni  Seawright  stormed  the  campus  during  homecoming  activities  and  performed 
with  the  Mighty  Tiger  Band  during  half-time  activities  in  October  1987. 

CJC  was  awarded  an  energy  grant  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Energy  in  1988.  This  grant  allowed  30-45 
$500  scholarships  to  be  awarded  to  eligible  CJC  students  in  the  Industrial  Division  of  the  Vocational-Technical 
Department.  The  students  were  also  eligible  for  a  Department  of  Energy  internship  at  three  of  the  nation's 
leading  atomic  laboratories. 


In  February  1989  actress  and  television  star,  Tonea  Harris  Stewart,  visited  the  Coahoma  campus  dur- 
ing Black  History  month.  Her  television  and  movie  credits  include  performances  in  "Don't  Look  Back," 
"In  the  Heat  of  the  Night,"  "Unconquered,'  and  "Mississippi  Burning." 


With  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Coahoma  Junior 
College  and  the  State  Board  for  Community  and  Junior  Colleges, 
Coahoma  Junior  College's  name  was  changed  to  Coahoma  Com- 
munity College,  effective  July  1,  1989. 
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1990-1999 

In  the  spring  1991,  Clarksdale  and  Coahoma  County  entered  into  a  partnership  with  the  Xerox  Corpo- 
ration, the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  Coahoma  Community  College  to  establish  a  printing  plant/ 
curriculum  as  part  of  a  program  to  bring  economic  growth  and  educational  excellence  to  the  Delta. 

During  the  1990-1991  school  year,  renovation  began  for  a  new  fine  arts  building.  Today,  this  building 
is  known  as  the  Barron-Miller  Center  for  Fine  Arts.  This  building  was  designed  for  art  classes,  perform- 
ing arts,  and  small  assemblies.  The  two-story  building  houses  the  Henry  Dorsey  Studio,  the  Thomas  A. 
Richardson  Studio,  the  Georgia  A.  Lewis  Theater,  the  Eddie  Mae  Jackson  Drama  Laboratory,  and  the 
Mirian  Green  Writer  and  Artist  Laboratory.  Later,  the  GED  Testing  Center  was  added. 

In  the  summer  of  1991,  women's  basketball  coach,  Ella  Stampley  Morris,  coached  in  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Festival  Games  in  Los  Angeles. 

Dr.  Vivian  M.  Presley  served  as  interim  president  from  February  to  June  1992.  She  became  the  fourth 
president  of  the  college  officially  July  1,  1992  making  her  the  first  female,  state  community/junior  col- 
lege president  in  Mississippi. 


The  construction  of  a  new  assembly  building,  the  Pin- 
nacle, was  completed  in  February  1993. 

The  first  academic  pep  rally  at  Coahoma  featured 
Susan  L.  Taylor,  Editor-in-Chief  of  Essence  Magazine,  as 
guest  speaker. 

Ruby  Dee  was  a  smash  hit  during  a  general  assembly 
program  and  at  the  Tennessee  Williams  Festival. 


CCC  welcomed  Mississippi  actress,  poet,  author  and  1995  recipient  of  the  Governor's  Award  for  Art, 
Billie  Jean  Young.  Miss  Young,  who  served  as  an  Associate  Professor  at  Jackson  State  University,  and 
starred  in  movie  releases,  "The  Ghost  of  Mississippi  and  "Mississippi  Burning".  She  also  portrayed  Fan- 
nie Lou  Hamer  in  the  one-woman  show,  "Fannie  Lou  Hamer:  This  Little  Light". 


World-renowned  author  of  the  award-winning  book  and  TV  documentary,  Once  Upon  a  Time  When 
We  Were  Colored  (1989),  Clifton  Taulbert  of  Glen  Allen,  MS  visited  CCC  during  a  Tech  Prep  Consortium 
program. 


In  the  spring  of  1995,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  and  passed  by  the  Mississippi  Legislature  and  signed 
by  the  Governor  giving  Coahoma  Community  College  a  district.  Effective  July  1,  1995,  the  Coahoma 
Community  College  district  became  Bolivar,  Coahoma,  Quitman,  Tallahatchie  and  Tunica  Counties. 

Coahoma  Community  College  became  the  host  for  the  JASON  Project  and  served  as  the  only  active  JA- 
SON site  in  the  state  and  one  of  35  sites  worldwide.  This  project  assisted  students  in  participating  in 
scientific  explorations  around  the  world.  The  founder  was  Robert  Ballard  who  found  the  ruins  of  the 
sunken  Titanic  which  sank  in  1912. 


The  Dickerson-Johnson  Library  became  completely  automated  in  April  1997. 


The  president's  home  was  constructed  in 
1997  and  is  located  on  the  south  end  of  the 
campus  east  of  Friars  Point  Road.  It  is  a 
beautiful  one-story  home  with  4,252  square 
feet  of  living  space. 


2000-2009 

Blues  musician  and  accomplished  author,  Dick  Lourie  of  Cambridge,  MA,  entertained  faculty  and  stu- 
dents during  National  Library  Week  at  CCC. 

CCC  welcomed  as  key  note  speaker  for  Founders  Day,  the  Honorable  Joe  Brown,  known  for  his  work  on 
television  as  Judge  Joe  Brown. 

Actor  Morgan  Freeman  and  Clarksdale  attorney  Bill  Luckett  receive  honorary  associate  of  arts  degrees 
during  the  May  2002  commencement. 


The  George  W.  Moore  Residence  Hall,  constructed  in  2002,  is 
an  ultra  modern  two-story  men's  dormitory  that  houses  120 
students. 

Renowned  motivational  speaker  Harvey  Alston  connected  with 

more  than  4,000  cheering  students  at  Coahoma  Community 

College.  The  tuxedo-clad  speaker  captured  the  audience  with  his  presentation  on  "Take  this  job  and 

love  it." 


On  Wednesday,  August  7,  2002,  a  new  $800,000  ath- 
letic field  house  was  dedicated  to  George  A.  Green. 

Coahoma  took  on  a  new  adventure  with  the  health 
care  initiative  with  its  new  Respiratory  Therapy  Degree 
Program  and  the  school's  innovative  partnership  with 
Northwest  Mississippi  Regional  Medical  Center. 


Honorary  degrees  were  conferred  upon  Joseph  Loeb  of 
Los  Angeles,  Irwin  Leatherman  Zanone  of  Memphis  and  Mike  and  Pauline  Lewis  of  Clarksdale  during 
commencement  exercises  in  May  2003. 


The  Frank  W.  Gambrell  Student  Affairs  Multi-Complex 
Building,  constructed  in  2003,  is  a  state-of-the-art  facil- 
ity that  houses  campus  police,  student  health  services, 
student  laundry,  student  mail,  and  the  George  Walker 
Fitness  and  Wellness  Center. 


Coahoma  graduate  and  author,  Chaka  Thomas  of  Sumner,  MS,  made  a  big  splash  during  Clarksdale 
poetry  recital.  She  is  the  author  of  In  the  Midst  of  Love  and  Desires. 


The  Coahoma  County  Board  of  Supervisors  pledged 
$2.5  million  on  behalf  of  Coahoma  Community  Col- 
lege for  the  renovation  and  improvement  of  the  CCC/ 
DSU  Educational  Complex  in  Clarksdale.  Another  esti- 
mated $1.5  million  project  was  announced  for  the 
construction  of  a  four-lane  road  from  the  Clarksdale 
city  limits  to  the  college. 


In  February  2003  Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove  visited  the  campus  of  Coahoma  Community  College. 

During  Founders  Day  2005,  Gwendolyn  Magee,  an  internationally  renowned  textile  artist  spoke  and 
exhibited  her  quilts  titled  "Journey  of  the  Spirit,  The  Art  of  Educating." 


The  former  CCC  Tiger  Express  Band  united  after  20  years  and  performed  for  the  first  band  reunion  in 
July  of  2008  and  returned  in  October  and  blazed  the  homecoming  fans  during  the  Blues  Fest  on  cam- 


pus.  Returning  members  included  Kelvin  "Teddy"  Chambers,  Dorian  Lipsey,  Renaldi  Jordan,  Eric  Stan- 
ford and  Derek  Payne. 

The  CCC  Choral  Music  Department,  under  the  direction  of  Kelvin  Towers,  performed  for  the  Black  Leg- 
islative Caucus  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  CCC  Choral  Music  Department  held  its  first  Spring  Dinner  and  Concert. 

During  Founders  Day  2008,  Eddie  Smith,  Bennie  Gooden,  Charles  Reid,  George  Walker,  and  Frank 
Gambrell  were  honored  with  their  names  being  placed  on  streets  and  buildings. 

The  Annual  Harvest  Festival  and  Cultural  Awareness  Week  activities  have  brought  many  outstanding 
gospel  groups  to  the  campus.  Participants  to  perform  have  included  such  groups  as  the  Williams 
Brothers,  Harvey  Watkins,  Jr.  and  The  Canton  Spirituals,  The  Jonestown  Crusaders,  The  Myles  Family, 
The  Sons  of  Wonder,  The  Voices  of  Joy,  Lee  Williams,  Jackson  Southernaires,  the  Texas  Boyz-  and  Male 
Chorus  church  groups  from  New  Jerusalem,  New  Bethel  of  Clarksdale,  MS,  Liberty  of  Lyon,  MS  and  Mt. 
lion  of  Tupelo,  MS. 

In  2006  Culinary  Arts  was  introduced  to  the  Career  Technical  curriculum. 

A  $5.3  million  26,000  square  foot  Allied  Health  Training  Center 
was  completed  in  2007-2008.  It  houses  the  Associate  Degree 
Nursing,  Practical  Nursing,  Respiratory  Care,  Certified  Nursing 
Assistant,  Polysomnography,  and  Phlebotomy  programs. 

Coahoma  Community  College  graduated  its  first  Associate  De- 
gree Nursing  class  of  nine  students  in  May  2007. 

In  May  of  2008,  the  Associate  Degree  Nursing  Program  had  a  100%  passing  rate  on  state  test  and  the 
college  was  number  one  in  the  state. 

In  the  2007-2008  school  year,  Joe  Sargent  became  the  first  Mr.  Coahoma  Community  College. 

Alumnus,  Dr.  Marcus  Reeves,  addressed  the  science  and  mathematics  students  encouraging  them  to 
complete  their  education. 

Dr.  Lonnie  Edwards,  a  graduate  of  Coahoma,  served  as  the  Motivational  Speaker  for  Founders  Day, 


Athletic  Banquets,  on  the  campus  of  Coahoma.  Dr.  Edwards  is  the  author  of  "A  Teacher's  Touch: 
Reaching  Beyond  Boundaries"  and  has  appeared  on  the  Sally  Jessy  Raphael  Show. 

Celebrities  such  as  national  television's  Judge  Mablean  Ephriam  of  "Divorce  Court"  and  Judge  Greg 
Mathis  were  both  major  hits  on  the  Coahoma  campus  serving  as  motivational  speakers  during  assem- 
bly programs. 

Internationally  acclaimed  African  Children's  Choir  performs  at  CCC,  February  2009. 

Coahoma  Community  College  was  one  of  the  two  institutions  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  be  awarded 
a  2.2  million  dollar  grant  by  the  Department  of  Labor. 

In  2006,  CCC  student,  Angeline  Brown,  was  named  one  of  USA  Today's  Top  Twenty  Community  College 
All-Stars  in  a  nationwide  competition. 

In  the  spring  of  2009,  the  school  was  awarded  nearly  2  million  dollars  by  the  Department  of  Labor  for 
a  Mississippi  Delta  Alliance  Project  (STEAP). 

In  1949,  Coahoma  Junior  College  started  with  22  students  and  in  the  2008-2009  school-year,  the  en- 
rollment peaked  at  2,263  students.  "The  college  that  never  would  be,"  a  statement  often  made  by 
Mrs.  Zee  Anderson  Barron,  is  still  in  existence  today  and  continues  to  emphasize  Quality  and  Excel- 
lence. Coahoma  Community  College  has  been  labeled  as  the  fastest  growing  community  college  in  the 
United  States. 


Coahoma  Community  College 
Enrollment  Trend  1949  to  2009 
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Coahoma  Community  College  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  disability,  age  in  its  pro- 
grams and  activities.  The  following  person  has  been  designated  to  handle  inquiries  regarding  the  non-discrimination  policies: 
Evelyn  Washington;  Coordinator  for  Section  504/ADA,  Title  IX;  3240  Friars  Point  Road  Clarksdale,  MS  38614  Telephone  #: 
(662)  621-4148;  Email:  ewashington(^coahomacc.edu:  Office  location:  2nd  Floor  Whiteside  Hall,  Office  #210A 


ALMA  MATER 

"COAHOMA,  COAHOMA" 

Words  and  Music  by  J.  Orville  Moseley 
April  23,  1954 

Coahoma,  Coahoma,  we  kneel  before  thine  alter, 

In  Reverence,  in  homage,  in  consecration  strong; 

Upon  the  earth  where'er  we  tread 

We  never  will  thy  name  degrade. 

We  challenge  wrong  with  never  any  dread. 

We  shall  not  be  afraid. 

Coahoma,  Coahoma,  our  aim  is  not  to  falter, 

But  to  be  brave  in  the  good  life  to  which  we  all  belong. 

Coahoma,  Coahoma,  as  though  the  sun  were  rising. 

Thy  percepts,  thy  guidance,  will  ever  be  our  star; 

As  in  the  world  we  take  our  place 

Our  memories  of  the  remain, 

We'll  do  our  best  to  win  the  bitter  race 

And  honor  to  retain. 

Coahoma,  Coahoma,  thy  sons  are  now  arising 

To  the  great  call  men  of  courage 

We  shed  thy  light  afar 

Coahoma,  Coahoma,  Our  noble  Alma  Mater 

We  luad  thee,  we  hail  thee,  with  never  ending  praise; 

The  fortune  of  our  future  lives 

We'll  cast  a  ray  of  light  on  thee. 

The  shades  of  night  will  swiftly  disappear 

With  thoughts  of  thee  so  near. 

Coahoma,  Coahoma,  our  beacon  of  tomorrow 

We  will  always  shout  thy  glory 

Our  Alma  Mater,  dear. 


